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entertain

RENA KIRDAR Bazaar Interiors’ 
new Entertain columnist, knows 

how to party
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style without borders

 

The expert
Baghdad-born Rena Kirdar has lived all over 

the world, from New York to Abu Dhabi. 
Passionate event planner, author of party 

guide ‘Be My Guest’ and Creative Director 
of home and living website Dalani, she will 
be our Entertain columnist over the next six 
issues. We popped into her Knightsbridge 
pad as she prepares for a lavish birthday 

party for husband-to-be Makram Abboud, to 
discover her dinner party secrets

 



ospitality is one of the 
pillars of Arab culture. 
There is nothing more 
inviting than the home 
of a Middle Easterner, 
regardless of their 

means. They are always full of warmth and 
one thing is for sure, you never leave their 
home anywhere near hungry.

My personal mantra when it comes to 
entertaining is without a doubt: more is 
more! More décor, more flowers, more 
people, more and louder music: more of 
everything equals fun.

My parents have always loved to 
entertain, and do so very regularly. 
Renowned for their entertaining style, they 
usually invite different groups of people for 
formal elegant dinners or fun, lively parties. 
I hope I’ve absorbed a thing or two from 
them in this department.

Looking back, I think the first party I 
hosted alone was probably when I moved to 
New York. My parties are always fun, only 
because I love to have a good time and I 
think that energy is contagious. The guests 
take their cue from the host: a relaxed host 
or hostess sets the tone for an enjoyable 
evening. Usually I never have to throw my 
guests out because after all the work I put 
into making the evening perfect, I don’t 
want them to leave. I always say, “Lock the 
doors, no one leaves until I’m tired!”

I have hosted many well-known people at 
my dinner table, but I don’t really want to 
name-drop, because I think everyone is 
fabulous in some way or form. Makram 
always makes fun of me, saying ‘Is there anyone 
you don’t think is interesting, smart, beautiful 
and amazing?’ The truth is…I love people, 
different kinds of people and what I like most 
of all is to mix them all up at a dinner table and 
see what happens. I adore seeing people when 
they have made an effort to get dressed and 
look good, then introducing them to each 
other and watching it work (or sometimes 
not), and I just love to dance, so good music is 
always a must.

As for the party planning, I love every part of it; 
creating the décor and the mood. But, I have to 
confess that I never cook. Actually, the part of the 
party that I have the least interest in, is the food. 
People don’t go to parties to eat: at least I don’t! As 
one very close friend of mine would always say; it 
is the sign of a bad party when you are eating, I 
would much rather be talking or dancing, the 
eating comes at the end of the night. So, cooking 
is really not my forte nor my interest, and as I 
don’t like to do anything half-heartedly, I avoid it 
altogether and leave it to someone more capable. 
So, the answer is, caterers!

Despite meticulous planning, you can always be sure of one thing, 
that something will go wrong. But with every problem there is a solution. 
I strive for perfection in everything I do, but then when something goes 
awry at the final hour, I can be incredibly resourceful and come up with 
a way to deal with the issue at hand. For this party, I ordered the food 
and the cake on an iPad with personalized apps, booked my usual 
waiters, then took care of the décor myself. Usually I go to the flower 
market and walk around before something inspires me and I get the idea 
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for the dining table, then build the theme 
around that.

My book ‘Be My Guest’ was published by 
Assouline in 2002, chronicling 15 different themed 
parties that I produced for the book. The idea was 
to show how the themes worked at real parties I 
held, along with a ‘how-to’ manual giving ideas for 
all the finer details, so people could use it as a 
resource for inspiration. I did start working on a 
second book when I moved back to London, but 
then I decided against it. Sequels are always a 
disappointment, and I didn’t want to produce 
anything less than amazing!

I’ve lived all over the world, but decided to 
return to London in 2005, and fell in love with this 
townhouse in a beautiful, quiet square with a 
central garden that we overlook. You’re still not far 
from the action here. Coming from New York, I 
need to feel that there is a buzz and energy around 
me - who said you couldn’t have it all?

I decorated the house myself. It intrigues me 
that people can be so confident in their fashion 
style and choices and don’t need stylists to get 
dressed in the morning and yet they often don’t 

have the same confidence in their own choices for their home. 
In my dining room, the essential pieces are two extra large, wide tables 

that can be pushed together. My passion is to create extravaganza tables 
that are show stoppers, so I need the width for that. The colour scheme 
and décor of the room is deliberately neutral, so that I can change the 
mood and the theme depending on what I’m doing. For me, the 
excitement of a new table design is like the excitement of wearing a 
brand new fabulous dress!” dalani.co.uk

 

Rena’s TIPS
What are the three top truths 
you’ve learned about human 

nature during a dinner party?

1. Everyone has an ego. They need to feel 
important, so having one ‘star’ table is 

always a bad idea, it makes a few feel good 
at the expense of many. Your guests didn’t 

make an effort to come out for that.
2. People naturally gravitate towards their 
friends and the people they know, which is 
why I like to mix people and not seat them 

with their friends. It gives them a destination 
and purpose for later and a chance to meet 

new people. I invest a lot of time on the 
seating plan, so there is always rhyme and 
reason to my choices. It’s up to the guests 
to !nd out why I put them where they are!

3. People come out to escape, like watching 
a movie. So the host needs to be the 

choreographer and create the setting that 
will deliver the mood the guest wants. This is 

why the décor, lighting and music is so 
important; these are the tools a host can use 

to affect the mood of the guests. It’s 
amazing how you can change the vibe and 

bring out different characteristics from 
people just by tweaking those few things.

■

Mixing different 
fresh displays, 

varying heights 
for candles and 
complimentary 

colours, Rena 
creates a warm 

and inviting 
dinner table


